January 14, 1960

A STATEMENT ON THE PROGRAM AND PLANS OF THE

AFRICAN~AMERICAN STUDENTS FOUNDATION, INC.,
477 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 22, ¥. Y.

BACKGROUND OF THE FOUNDATION:

. Since Tom Mboya's return to Kenya, from his first trip to America
in 1956, and until September 1958, an American friend of his helped a
number of Kenya students to coms to the Unitsd Statses by supplying them
with free alrline tickets. The volume of requests grew and so in Sept.
1958 it was dscided to form the African~Amerlican Students Foundation,
Ing,, in New York, to ralse funds from the American publie, From Sept.
iqgﬂ gg Aggust 1959 the Foundation was 8till wholly supported by the one

ndividual,

" Followlng Tom Mboyal's second trip to America, in the spring of 1959,
he was able peraonally to arrange for over flftg saholarships at the
various American colleges and universities at which he gpoke. During
the summer of 1959 1% appearsd that there would be sufficient students
with scholarships to justif'y chartering a plane from Nairobl to New York,
Even though a major expsnse was involyed for the plane, some $24,000.,
the unit cost per passenger was reduced by about rifty per cent (50%),
from the regular commercial airline fare. o

Tharefore in the summer of 1959 it became apparent that substantlal
funds would have to be raised publiecly in order for the firat plane load
of students == 81 students --= to be brought here in September of last
year. At this point Harry Belafonte, Sldney Poltler and Jackle Robin-
son == all of whom had separately met with Tom Mboya on wvarious occaslons
during his American tour --- willingly agreed to act aa sponsors.
lLotters over their aignatures want cut to about 250,000 persons. To
date almost 10,000 individual eontributlions have been recelved from all

_aver the Inited States, ranging in amounts from a few asente to a single =

contribution of $4,500. In addition Jackie Robinson has personally been
responsible for ralsing $i,000. which has besn distrilLuted in the form of
Jackle Robinson Scholarships to six of the students at Michigan Stats
Tniveraity, Phillander Smith College, Howard University, Unlversity of
Hawall, Simpson College and Manhattan College.

Oon September 7, 1959 PROJECT AIRLIPT~AFRICA 1959 became a reality
when our chartered plane ¢arrylng 081 students departed from Nairobl,
landing at Idlewild Alrport, New York on September 9, Thls was the
first student airlift of its kind from any part of Africa. Additlonally
three more students arrived later by regular commercial carrier., This
group of students -« all from Kenya, eoxcept one sach from Uganda and
Tanganyika == consists of 70 men and 1lly women, repressnting some 16
different tribes including Kikuyu, Nandi,. Luhya, Maragoll, Mganda, Kiw- _
babu, Kamba, Talta, Luo, Klssi, Masal, Meru, Chonyl, Bunyore, Moslem and
ggags (Names and colleges of the students are avalilable on the attached
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PROGRAM OF THE FOUNDATION:

The basic purpose of the Foundatlion is to asslat qualified African
students who wlsh to pursue a course of higher education in the United
States, and who are prepared to make a maximum affort to help them-
solves., Sslf-halp on the part of the students, and the coopsration
and initiative of ths Alfrlcan pecple are Lhe Keynotes of our program.
It is pDecausd the 1nitietive came Lrom Tom Mboya and nis collaaguss,
Gikonyo Kiano and Mariuke Njiirl that the program startsed in Xenya,

HOW -A STUDENT COMES TO THE U.S.A. UNDER THIS PROGRAM:

In ordsr for a student to come to the Unlted States under this pro-
gram, & number of steps musat be Saken:

Pirat, the studant on his own initiative must apply for and obtain
admisslon to an accredited American Institution, Many studenta do this
dirsctly, others after first consultling with and being referred by Massrs.
Mboya, Klano and Njiiri, as well as the Cultural Affalrs Officer of the
U,3.7.S. in Nairobi. Students ars referred Lo Lovejoy's College Gulde
and The New American Guide to g;%%gges (both available from Fhe U.S.Il.5.
_.in NaTFobT a3 Wall as the Foundation's African assocliates) which list
complete Information about virtually every college In the United States,
as woll as detelled Inatructions on the mechanlcs of applylng for a
scholarship and admission, and other rtant guldance information.
Students are also referrad to African Students in the Unlited States, A
Handbook of Information and Orlsntation, published by the Phelps-stokes
Pund = 1957«  Hetors a passport 18 1ssued the Kenya Educatlon feﬁérf»
mAnT must also approve of the colleze selected. In every instance the
American inatitution itself mgles the fingl decision as %g What student
or students are acceptod by them. -

Secénd, arrangements2 must be made for thg_ayhﬂant's ma jor expenses

“In Amsriéa --- tuition, room and board., Requests ars made directly to
the institutiona for scholarshipa covering these needs, and ths bulk of
tham are met in that way. Scholarships range from a minimum of tuition
only, to full scholarshipas with all expenses pald, In addition many
American Indlviduals have supplied partial or full scholarahip help, such
as -the Jackls Robinson Scholarships noted above, - Others have asslsted
by providing free housing and boarding for students, For example, four
of the students in sttendance at the University of Chicagoe and at Roose-
volt University have tuition scholarships only from those institutioens,
but are being given frse room and board by a Chicago family. Alsoc five
Chicagoans are contributing $500., yearly each, to cover other expsnses
of these particular students, It can be readily seen that a major
financlal contribution is being made to thils program by the more than 60
American colleges and universities. Also organizetions, such as the
African~American Inatitute, whiech awarded over $12,000. in grants to
Kenya students in 1959, are indispensable to thes program, While the
Foundation itself at this polnt cannot grant full scholarships, some
funds are used to provide supplementary scholarship assistance,

- Third, each student 1s required to ralse a minimum of }280. in cash,
This T8 & requirement of the Amerlcan immigration authoritiss. Most of
the students must raise additional suns beyond this, not only to supple-
ment the scholarships they may have recelved, but alsc to mest certain
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initial and incidental expenses such as for cold weather clothing, text-
books, atec, In several instances students unable to obtain scholarship
ald raised the entire sum required, in Kenya. Students raise this money
in several ways: (1) by working and saving. (Several individual stu-
denta had savad for five or more years to reach the required amount}; (2)
students raise funds from thelr families, clung, tribal and social
groups; {(3) a2 student wlll raise funds by literally contasting hundreds
of small shopkaeparg and other indigiduale until his zoal is met -
collecting & shilling here and a pound note there., Soms of the Asian
shopkeepsrs and tradars have been very oocoperative in this raegard; ()

in some instances an African's most previous property -- land or cattle
{according tc the tribe involved) 1s 29ld to raise the needsd funds=; and
finally a Kenya Students Fund has resently been organized in an eoffort

to ralse funds for self-help on a natlonwide basmis from the African popu-~
lation at large.

Fourth, after having successfully accomplishad the first thres steps
there vemains the quesiion of transportation from Nalreobi to New York,
and from New York to college campus, The Foundatlon completely supplies
this service, and by ohartering aircraft is able to substantially raduce
transportation costs. Prior to the 1959 Alrlift, transportation to
America was the largest single obstaocls in the »ath of students, Students
who have helped themselves the most ares the first to be conslidered for
" places on the plane., Students are selescted by the African leaders,

NEEDS AND PROBLEMS OF THE STUDENTS IN AMERICA:

These generally fall into two main categorles: RFirst, the human
problem of adjustment to new surroundings:end cultursl milien. Dr. Kiano
{Ph.D., University of Ccalifornia) and Kariuki Njilrl (M,A., New School for
Social Research) have sash lived in this country for long perloeds, Tonm
‘Mboya, of coursze, has also had wide contacts in the United States. Each
of them has spent considerable time realistically discussing with the
-gtudents, Separately and in groups, whati they msy expect in America;— Upon
arrival in New York the Foundation organized a 2-3 days orlentation and
sightseesing program which it.is hoped further assisted the students in
adjustment, The primary source of guidance gquite naturally is from the
educational Institutlons thomselves, The PFoundation alsoc keeps in con-
tact wlth the various studenta, but more needs Lo be done in this respect.
It would bas highly desirabls if the Kenya Government would appeint a Ken-
y2 Studenta Advisor, resident in this country, to work with the students,
All of the British West African oolonles such as Slerra Leone, Nigeria
and others presently have such full time staffs, Finally, the Pounda-
tion has recently provided the Kenya students organization in this country
with the means to publish thelr own news letter, =0 they may stay in touch
with one another, and keep in touch with affalrs at home. Up till now
this has been a major need of students in this country.

Second, financial needs of studentsa, In the course of their stay
in America, additional funds will bs required by certain students from
time to time., The Foundation does meet emergenocy nesds that arise,
gensrally involving small amounts of money - leas than $50. or $100,
For more basic needs of tuition, »0om and board soms other acholarshlps
and_grants are ayallable, from other Bources, but certalnly not enough
to satisfy the needs of all African students, Some aasslistance can be
obtained from local religilous and other groups where the colleges are



-k, -

located,., The major source of income for students is by working. Many
are able %o find Jobs on campuses., And virtually all must work during
the summer vacatlon period to help themselves through college. A major
regponsibility of the Foundation is to help students locate summer uwork,
Certain smployers and local trade unions have been most helpful in this
matter in past years. With the larger number of studsnts now hare,
more organized sfforts muast be initlated in this fisld, Tom Mboya;,; who
is the Chairman of the I.C.F.T.U. African Reglonal Organization, is in
fouch with his ceclleaguss in the American trade unnlon movement: on the
question of sumnmer jobs and it is hoped that an adeguate program can be
worksd out, _

PLANS FOR PROJECT AIRLIPT-AFRICA 19603

News of the 1959 Airlift has spread across Africa. It was widely
broeadcast and published throughout the Afrloan continent by the warious
U.Ss.I.5. officea and Voice of Africa., Some 5,000 Africans waited up
to eight hours at the airport in ¥alrobl to see the students off. This
widesgpread interest stems not o from the magnitude of the Project,
but also because this 1z ths first major partnership of Africens and
Americans in an educational program of this character,

. Hundreds of letters have reached us and our assoclatss from African

students not only in Kenya, but also in Ryssaland, Tanganylka, Uganda,
and the Rhodeslas gesking our advice and help to start on an American
education September, 1960, Based on the response recelved for the 1959
program, and the estimated needs for 1960, we tentatively plan to charter
three aircraft to bring 2413 students here this year,

Our plans for 1960 are also dependent on the response from American
educational institutions. wWithin the next 30 days, a naticnally known
sducator will, on behalf of th¥ PotiBaWlon, write a personal letter to
ths President of approximstely 1,000 sslected institutions inviting that
school to participate in this program.. . wWhile svery effort wiil be made

“to ses that studenty are brought in To this program-from-other countries -

in Esat and Central Afrlea, but much depenads on the sonditions in those
ereag, Also on the response, initiative and self-help shown by ths
African leadsrs and students iluvolved, For example, last year ths 81
Kenya students had raised in Kenya over £50,000., Much more will now.
be required for 1960.

The final requirement for the succsas of the 1950 program is in-
creased support from the American publio, and organlizations with estab-
l1ished interest ln this flald. Without the support of such disting-
uished Americans as Harry Belafonte, 3idney Poltier and Jackle Robinson
who have generously assisted us, the historic 1959 Airlift could not
have succesded, Much oredit belongs to them. We are heartened by
their pledge of contlnued support. .

‘In-a-letter from Tom Mboya dated August 28, 1959, he says: . "My .
efforts to help Afrlcan students to study overseas -~ United States,
atc, == 18 based on my conviction that our people need higher education,
and that as a leader it 1s my task and responsibility to help. T have
been very encouraged by the response, ambition and determination of moat
of our youtha, I have slso been particularly sncouraged by ths African
psople who have so willingly raised funds to help these youths in their
gearch for knowledge. Dr., Xlano, Mr, Kariuki Njiirl and myself inter-
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viewed more than one hundred and forty students last Monday and it
was particularly encouraging If not exciting to see several students
heavily laden with over ten thousand shilllings collected by thelr
elansmen, = 1n some cases, some boys hed worked through corrsspon-
dance collagas up to Higher Scheol Certifisate te win admission te

a college, Self-help 1s something that brings out the best 1in any
person and I take pride in whatever contribution I can make teo agsist
such boys or giria, These are the men and women who will help bulld
our nation."




